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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the thorough examination of the present application as 
evidenced by the Office Actions of November 6, 2002, February 14, 2003, July 18, 
2003, and October 18, 2003. Applicants further appreciate the indication that 
Claims 17-28, 78, and 80 are allowed, and that Claims 3-12, 16, 63-65, 70-73, and 
76 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. In this response, the 
Applicants have: cancelled Claim 1; amended Claim 2 to depend from Claim 16; 
rewritten Claim 3 in independent form; amended Claim 13 to depend from Claim 16; 
rewritten Claim 16 in independent form; cancelled Claim 62; rewritten Claims 63 and 
64 in independent form; amended Claims 66-68 to depend from Claim 64; cancelled 
Claim 69; rewritten Claims 70, 73, and 76 in independent form; amended Dependent 
Claim 71 for consistency with Claim 70 from which it depends; and amended Claim 
81 to depend from Claim 64. 

Accordingly, all claims have been placed in a condition indicated allowable in 
the Office Action of November 26, 2003. The Applicants thus submit that all 
pending claims are in condition for allowance, and a Notice of Allowance is 
respectfully requested in due course. In addition, the Applicants note that all 
amendments have been made to advance prosecution of the present application to 
allowance without conceding the merits of any rejections. Accordingly, the 
Applicants preserve the right to pursue any claims from the originally filed application 
in a continuing and/or divisional application. 
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The Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned attorney by 
telephone should any additional issues need to be addressed. 


USPTO Customer No. 20792 
Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec 
Post Office Box 37428 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27627 
Telephone (919) 854-1400 
Facsimile (919) 854-1401 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment AF, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231(9*1450, on January 19, 2004. 



Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR 1.8 



